Language Arts Design

Melissa Crawford

Philosophy of Language Arts Instruction

My philosophy of language arts is to inspire and integrate all the essential elements of language arts.  Encouraging creativity through reading, writing, listening, speaking, and thinking.   I believe in showing my students the importance of having an open mind to learning.  In teaching others we teach ourselves, so it’s important to articulate what you do and why you do it.  


I find it’s essential to help my students make connections between the course content and their lives outside of the classroom. Reading itself, not reading instruction produces avid readers.  Listening is a valuable tool in providing adequate feedback and open communication.  Furthermore, I see the significance in acknowledging and viewing differences in a positive way.  Utilizing visuals and other cueing systems as we learn to read and read to learn.  Therefore, making students think in order to make words meaningful.  


Writing is an essential component in language arts; therefore, I believe it should be integrated throughout all content areas. Through written language we are able to better express our thoughts, while letting our imagination and creativity come alive.  Furthermore, I will encourage and model the importance of writing in a variety of ways.  I believe and will promote the idea that better writers will become better readers.


My classroom environment is fit to influence, encourage, and prepare students to achieve their goals.  It’s important to allow and encourage change. As Albert Einstein once said, “It is the art of a teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.”

Goals for Students

In my classroom I would like my students to be motivated, encouraged, and challenged throughout language arts and other content areas.  My classroom will focus on the essential elements of language arts: Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking, and Thinking. My goal is to integrate these areas in all aspects of my instruction in order to be the most effective and successful teacher for my students. 

Reading: My goal is to develop strong, confident, and independent readers. It’s important my students are able to construct meaning through the use of prior knowledge, reasoning, and text.  I hope to challenge my students in effort to create avid readers. Through this I will focus my attention on word recognition, comprehension, and fluency.  Also, ensuring that meaning is emphasized from the beginning.  I want my students to understand and formulate their own purpose for reading.  My idea of reading in the classroom is to establish an environment that promotes the enjoyment and benefits of literature.

Writing: Reading and writing form the foundation of literacy, my plan is to devote time and attention to these two areas in all content areas not just language arts.  Therefore, my goal is to motivate and support children throughout the various writing stages.  In my classroom, my students will have the opportunity to write about many different topics some that they may select individually or assigned by me.  In order for students to become successful at writing I will incorporate model writing.  Writing will be incorporated each day but it’s critical that students learn and understand how to write outside of language arts. Minilessons will be used to focus on the stages of writing as well as teaching the mechanics of writing within the context of writing practice.  Much emphasis will be placed on the importance of writing, which I hope will encourage and promote independent writing. Lastly, I want to promote an atmosphere that encourages students to write and share their ideas and experiences with one another, while encouraging each other in the process.  

Listening:  The most important aspect in my classroom is listening to one another and respecting each other’s opinions and ideas.  Listening has many different purposes in the classroom.  It has direct impact on both reading and writing.  As students become independent readers listening is essential.  This is especially true when reading narrative and informational text as students learn to develop ways to differentiate between the two.  I plan on reading aloud in order to strengthen their listening capacity, content knowledge, and language art skills.  

Speaking:  Every student in my classroom will have a voice and be able to share their thoughts and ideas.  Speaking builds and encourages a student’s confidence.  Also, it allows students to develop oral communication skills and learn to effectively share and express their thoughts.  Speaking is another way to help students construct meaning especially through conversation.

Thinking:  In my class I welcome and encourage creative and critical thinkers.  I want my students to discover new ways to problem solve and interpret their experiences.  Also, using their creativity to view and understand our world in different ways.  As critical thinkers I want them to be imaginative and explore possible alternatives.  Also, consider new ideas and evidence and be able to analyze their findings to determine whether an idea is true or false.  My goal in the classroom is to provide many opportunities for students to practice and engage in both creative and critical thinking.  

Design for Instruction
Grouping practice:

I would incorporate a Directed Listening Thinking Activity (DLTA) into a whole group setting. This strategy would be most beneficial when used in content areas such as social studies and science where informational text is present.  This could be used to assist comprehension for those students who haven’t mastered word recognition skills in complex text.  Also, the DLTA in a whole group setting helps if there is a large gap in reading levels in the classroom.

Small groups will be often used for students to either share their thoughts and predictions with one another.  This will provide me with the opportunity to assess where information or skills may need more review.  Additionally, this would be an essential time to create a mini-lesson with those students who are lacking in specific areas such as word recognition, decoding, and comprehension.

One-on-one group technique would aim towards one particular student who needs help on a specific skill. In order to bridge the gap between reading and writing with a student I would implement the Language Experience Approach (LEA).  However, this would be essential for those struggling readers, whom are frustrated and tend to give up.  I would use this approach to show how personal writing using prior experiences assists in reading. The goal is to build the confidence of the student and show the purpose reading and writing have on an individual basis.   

Balanced Literacy Program:

Reading Aloud will be incorporated daily within my classroom. I feel if I model and demonstrate the importance and excitement of reading my students will begin to see it and want to do the same.  Also, reading aloud offers students more exposure to different genres, language and patterns of books, as well as a variety of reading conventions.  It also provides a way for my students whom are below reading level to listen to books that are suitable for them orally. 

I will utilize Guided Reading through a book club process.  I think it’s a great way to incorporate small groups and encourage critical thinking skills.  Students can communicate and facilitate the meeting based on their findings.  It’s a way the students can discuss any questions regarding a passage, while other students can help while providing supporting evidence.  Book clubs can offer a way to introduce new vocabulary.  But discussions as a group can help students begin to understand vocabulary by looking at it in context.  Lastly, it’s a way I can monitor and evaluate my students reading.

Word Recognition & Comprehension is essential in the success of a reader.  Word recognition can be introduced in isolation but is most effective when used in context.  It can help assess specific difficulties students may have when reading.  For instance, are they are able to self-correct, do they skip words or insert words while reading.  It offers an overview of where a student needs more review or one-on-one help.  Comprehension is another piece of the puzzle that is especially important and should be taught within context. I will incorporate both reading aloud and silently with a student to appropriately assess the possible comprehension disconnect. In some cases students are likely to have comprehension difficulties when reading silently as opposed to reading aloud.

Metacognition is something I would like my students to possess with my classroom.  I would like my students to be able to monitor and recognize their own learning.  It’s important for me to teach ways for them to understand and acknowledge how they think.  In my class I will incorporate model thinking, where we think aloud and use reasoning to draw a conclusion.  Also, utilizing a read-think-write approach when looking at text.  This will help students think deeper and use text for evidence to support their claim.  It’s important that I promote my students to monitor their own way of thinking.  

Resources/Materials:

My classroom will have the materials students need in order to be successful. I will have a variety of books and magazines that will range in terms of reading levels and interests.  I want my students to know their learning is the most important aspect and that I will provide the materials and resources needed to make that happen.  

Scheduling/Routines:

Students need a predictable and consistent schedule in order to function and remain on task.  I feel providing an organized and well-balanced classroom my students will have the opportunities to be successful.  To achieve this the agenda will be written out each morning so students can refer to it throughout the day.  Although at the end of the day they will need to ensure their own agenda is filled out to track what assignments need to be completed. 

Instructional Strategies:

I will incorporate the KWL strategy as both a reading and listening strategy.  I feel it helps those students who are not reading at grade level but also need to hear the story being read.  Also, it allows students time to think, predict, and use reasoning skills that are used throughout any type of text.

An Anticipation guide is something I will use as a way to draw my students in especially when introducing content areas.  I think it’s an important piece of the engagement process because it draws on prior knowledge or experience and allows them to make predictions.  It’s also a way to preface what the students may encounter during their reading and the vocabulary they may come across.  Also, after reading they will be able to look at their previously answered questions to confirm predictions based on what they learned. Anticipation guides help provide discussion among the class which is very helpful in assessing some reading issues especially comprehension.  Therefore, it may show certain skills need to be reviewed either in a small or whole group setting depending on the needs of the students. 
Classroom Setup
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My classroom is designed with an open concept approach.  Student desks are arranged to promote interaction among students as well as create more of a cooperative environment. I have two whiteboards one in the front of the room and one between the two windows. The whiteboard in the front of the room will be mostly used during whole group lessons, while the others purpose is for the agenda and other reminders for students.  Several bookshelves will be used to house all different genres of books for student use. In addition, I have incorporated a computer station for students to utilize if time permits. Lastly, I have a small group work table for conducting small group lessons.  Also, an assessment table at the back of the room, where I can work with students privately but still able to see the entire class if needed. 
Assessment

A lot of emphasis is put on assessment and standardized tests from the local, state, and national levels; however, I plan to assess my students in a variety of ways.  It’s important that I assess based on a combination of both formative and summative assessments.  
Formative Assessment

I plan to assess my students on an ongoing basis; I will do so through daily observations such as choral response, small group and whole class discussions.  Additionally, implementing a ‘Thursday Thoughts’ activity for the students that will include both personal and academic struggles but in a more individualized capacity.  This activity will help me identify areas I need to review as well as a way to check in with my students.  This activity would incorporate writing, content area questions, and what students liked/dislike throughout the week. 
Summative Assessment

In order to formally assess my students progress I believe in using a variety of methods other than just standardized tests.  Therefore, I would incorporate a lot of performance-based assessments that truly show a students progress especially in reading and writing.  Thus focusing on how a student can synthesize ideas from a variety of sources or how students write a summary of a story. My reading assessment will incorporate a reading performance checklist. This checklist will help me better understand how individual students perform with word recognition, comprehension, and strategy use.  It will help determine student progress, which will help in tailoring my instruction and the areas that need more practice.  Through assessment and testing such informal reading inventory or running records I can identify a students independent, instructional, and frustration reading levels. From this information I can determine which strategies best fit each student and how they can use what they already know to solve more challenging reading and writing tasks.  Instead of relying solely on standardized testing for reading and writing I would combine both by assigning a scrapbook report at the end of the year, but allow students to select their own book to read.  This assessment is a fun way to assess both reading and writing skills they have learned and practiced throughout the year.   Lastly, to evaluate a students’ progress of writing I would use writing portfolio that collects of their final pieces.  This helps to monitor their performance on writing process, skills, knowledge, topic selection, and conventions. 
