Name: Melissa Crawford
Unit Title: Discovering the Social Sciences








Grade Level: 3rd
Unit Duration:  1-2 weeks (6 - 40 minute sessions)
Interdisciplinary Content:  

Reading and Language Arts

ELA-Literacy.W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
ELA-Literacy.W.3.2b Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.
GLCEs:

3-G1.0.1.Use cardinal directions (north, south, east, west) to describe the relative location of significant places in the immediate environment.
3-C3.0.2. Identify goods and services provided by the state government and describe how they are funded (e.g., taxes, fees, fines). 

3-P3.1.1.Identify public issues in Michigan that influence the daily lives of its citizens.

3-P3.1.3.Give examples of how conflicts over core democratic values lead people to differ on resolutions to a public policy issue in Michigan.
CCSS:

ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
ELA-Literacy.SL.3.3: Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.

ELA-Literacy.SL.3.6: Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. (See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)
Technology Standards: 

3-5.CI.2. use a variety of technology tools and applications to demonstrate his/her creativity by creating or modifying works of art, music, movies, or presentations. 

3-5.CC.1. use digital communication tools (e.g., e-mail, wikis, blogs, IM, chat rooms, videoconferencing, Moodle, Blackboard) and online resources for group learning projects.
3-5.CT.2. use information and communication technology tools (e.g., calculators, probes, videos, DVDs, educational software) to collect, organize, and evaluate information to assist with solving problems.  
STAGE 1 - Desired Results:
	Students will understand that:
	Essential Questions:

	· The study of social sciences is important an understanding human behavior.
· Social sciences are made up of geographers, historians, economists, and political scientists.

· Each field of study helps us better understand a different aspect of people and their behaviors.

· Thinking like a social scientist can give students a better understanding of other cultures, regions, traditions, etc. around the world. 


	· Why are math, science, and language arts important subjects to study?
· Why are social sciences important to the study of human behavior?

· What does a geographer do/study?
· What does a historian do/study?

· What does an economist do/study?

· What does a political scientist do/study?

· How do these fields of study help us better understand people?


	Students will know:
	Students will be able to:

	· Definitions of economist, geographer, historian, and political scientist.
· What questions each social scientist would ask and why.

· The importance each field of study has on understanding human behavior.
	· Explain each social scientist and their importance in understanding human behavior.
· Provide examples that pertain to each of the social scientists.

· Explain and demonstrate using real world connections what each social scientist does and why. 

· Debate while providing appropriate explanations and details why some artifacts may be important to a variety of social scientists.


STAGE 2 - Assessments

Pre-assessment(s): (Attached)

· Anticipation guide – This will be used to identify students prior knowledge of the content that will be discussed.  In addition, it will build curiosity about the upcoming topic. It will definitely help identify where to begin but also where to scaffold when needed. 
Formative Assessment(s): (List formative assessment ideas; create and attach one of these and put a star next to it)

· Exit slip – I will create an exit slip with a statement describing each of the four social scientists.  Students will need to fill in which of the social scientists it describes.
· Whole group discussion – I will divide students among four groups, at this time they will be designated as one of the social scientists.  Each group will be asked to describe the roles and questions their scientist might ask or be curious about.  I will provide a postcard that will be analyzed by each group. After about 5 minutes I will have each group present their findings to the class.  As a group we will discuss how one object can be of interest from any social scientist. 
· Written response* - I will flash an object on the SmartBoard and students will be asked to fill in their worksheet at the same time.  They will use the artifact to determine which social scientist would be interested and why.  There may be multiple answers but it’s my goal to find out if they’re using deeper thinking skills.
Summative Assessment:  (List summative assessment ideas; describe one using the GRASPS model, put a star next to it, and attach any supporting materials)

· Students will be able to select one out of the four activities.  There is an activity for an economist, geographer, political scientist, and historian.  Students will either have to create a story, map, letter, or timeline depending on which activity they choose.
· Quiz – The quiz will have each social scientist indicated along with a hat associated.  The students will then have to write, draw symbols, and pictures of what each social scientist does.  
· Unit test* – The test will incorporate all of the information we discussed in class and read.  It will summarize what the students have learned throughout discussions and class activities. 
	Creating a story, map, letter, or timeline using information learned throughout the unit

Goal: Students will complete one of four activities.  They will choose an economist, geographer, political scientist, or historian activity to complete.  Students will select an area that is either of interest or have mastered.

Role: Students will take on the role of an economist, geographer, political scientist, or historian and show information and examples from that perspective.

Audience: The audience is based on the activity.  For instance, the political scientist has the student writing a letter to the principal about improving school grounds.  The historian activity is creating a timeline of student’s mother and father’s past.  

Situation:  Students are using the information they’ve learned throughout the unit to create a story, map, letter or timeline.  
Product, Purpose: The purpose of this activity is to see how well the children can organize the perspectives of the social scientists and explain them in real world situations.  Also, it allows them the choice to select what is of interest to them.  In addition, it shows me their ability to use details to support their knowledge about the social scientists. 
Standards and Criteria for Success:  I’m looking for the students to use the knowledge they’ve learned throughout the unit to complete this activity.  The students have completed a number of activities associated with each of these social scientists, so they are equipped with the information to complete this assessment.  Also, based on readings, activities, and discussions students have the resources to successfully complete this task.  I feel they are able demonstrate their mastery by showcasing any one of these activities. 


STAGE 3 - Lessons/Activities that Support Stage 1 and Stage 2 (List lesson/activity ideas; describe one using the WHERETO model, put a star next to it, and attach any supporting materials)

· Lesson 1: Introduction to Discovering the Social Sciences.

· I will introduce the study of the social sciences by connecting to students’ study of other subjects. Then, students will complete a worksheet that has them answer the question, why is this subject important to us? For math, science, social studies, and language arts.  After they have completed this worksheet we will discuss as a class how other subjects are important us.  This will then lead to telling them they will not be learning about social sciences.  But students will learn that social sciences are concerned with people’s behavior and the explanations for that behavior.  I will explain that students will learn to think like social scientists throughout the year and that this is the first lesson in their training as social scientists.  Although, I will emphasize that as the year progresses, they will put on various social scientist “hats” to develop different ways of thinking about human behavior.  

· After this discussion, I will introduce some key social studies terms they will encounter – social scientist, social science, economist, economy, geographer, political scientist, historian, and archaeologist.  Students will be told and reminded to use these terms when describing and writing about the social sciences.

· Once students have a good understanding of the purpose of this unit I will begin building their understanding of the unit.  Students will be instructed to read Section 1, Introduction.  I will draw students’ attention to the graphic organizer in Section 1 (shows the different social scientists and the different “hats” they wear).  We will begin with a class discussion with the following questions: Who are the people pictured here? What are they wearing? From the symbols on their hats, what might you guess an economist would be interested in? A geographer? A political scientist? A historian? What might be interesting about these fields of study? How might these fields of study help us better understand people?
· Lesson 2/3: Learning About Social Scientists (split into two sessions)
· In this lesson I will have students read Section 2, The Social Science of Economic, Section 3: The Social Science of Geography, Section 4: The Social Science of Political Science, Section 5: The Social Science of History.  After the reading each section they will complete a section of worksheet that is related to the reading.  Therefore, they will after reading section 2, they will decorate the corresponding hat with both words and symbols.  Students will do this after they read each section. As a class, we will create a simple definition of the term economist, geographer, political scientist, and historian.  For example, I will have students share the words and symbols they used on their economist, geographer, political scientist, and historian hats.  At this point I will clarify any questions they might have.  After we’ve decided on a simple definition I will create a list on the SmartBoard with these definitions. 
· At the end of the third session, I will incorporate a written response each student must complete (formative assessment).  This will show me how well they understand each of the social scientists. In addition, I can find out whether they are using deeper thinking skills or not. 
· Lesson 4: Thinking like Social Scientists – Part 1*
· Students will read Section 6, Thinking like a Social Scientist and the Summary.  Discuss as a class what it means by thinking like a social scientist by using the example from the book.  I will have students open their book to the page with the example and project it on the Smart Board; students can both follow along and create a mental picture of what these scientists think about.  
· Preview the Discovering the Social Sciences website.  Show the students each of the different tabs and the information each page shows.  Discuss how this website is a resource for them to use if they need additional information at home or for research purposes.  Direct their attention towards the various questions each social scientist asks based on their role and interest. This will guide the lesson into another activity they will do at home.  
· Students will be given a worksheet, Collecting Social Science Artifacts.  This worksheet will be given to students to take home and complete. The purpose is for students to find one small artifact at home for each social science subject and answer two questions regarding their artifact.  The first question, why did you select this artifact? And Why would an economist/geographer/political scientist/historian find this artifact interesting? Students will bring this worksheet completed with their bag of artifacts to class.  This lesson/activity will lead to thinking like social scientists part 2.
· Lesson 5: Thinking like Social Scientists – Part 2
· I assign students to specific groups before beginning the activity.  Students will get into groups while bringing their artifact bags from home.  I will discuss the purpose of this lesson, which is to share and discuss each artifact by explaining why they selected the artifact and how it relates to the study of economics, geography, political science, and history.  
· I will read the instructions allowed and have students start.  After sharing, each group will select the best artifact that best represents that category and put in a bag for the teacher. Then, I will distribute a different bag to each group.  At this point each group with go through the bag and discuss which artifact matches each of the four social sciences.  Students will then record their conclusion on the Analyzing Artifacts handout. 
· At the end of the activity students each group will share their decisions with the class and defend their choices.  Each person in the group will share one of the items in the bag. At this time, I will be looking for students to show me their understanding by using specific vocabulary that’s associated with each category.  Also, I’d like to see that the students are able to defend their choices based on their knowledge of the content they’ve learned.
· Lesson 6: Which Social Scientist are you?
· This final lesson will recap the main ideas of the unit.  I will use the Smart Board to project each “hat” for the social scientists.  Then, I’ll have the students come up to the white board and write words, symbols, and questions that each scientist would be interested in.  This will give me a better idea of what I might need to review before the final project.  Also, it gives them extra practice understanding these roles.  
· If needed, I will add in any additional information that may be necessary.  Then, I will hand out their final assignment.  Students will be given a worksheet that has four activities for each of the four social scientists.  Students will have an option of selecting one (possibly two depending on the class and whether they can handle two) activity to complete.  
	Lesson/Activity #4 – Thinking like Social Scientists – Part 1 
	Approximate Time:

40 minute session

	Materials:  

· Social Studies Alive! Textbook

· Discovering the Social Sciences website (created by me http://thesocialscience.weebly.com)

· Collecting Social Science Artifacts worksheet

	W – The students are learning to think like a social scientist.  Therefore, after reading all of the sections including thinking like a social scientist they are able to get the overall understanding of why these scientist think the way they do.  Students are also taking a deeper look into each of these roles and why they are important.  Finally, they are now looking at their own lives and how these roles are important in the things around them.  It brings the real world aspect into the classroom for students to make meaning.

H – I will hook the students by using the example in the book and asking questions.  Students can answer the questions but at the same time wonder what the importance is.  This will trigger curiosity of how these “hats” actually play a role in the world they live in.

E – Students will explore thinking like a social scientist outside of the classroom.  They will use real life artifacts that are important to them to determine why each of these roles would be interested in it.  This activity will equip them with the knowledge and experience of thinking in a different perspective.  In addition, they will tend to look at objects in a different light in order to understand something better.

R – Students will be able to rethink and reflect back to the classroom discussion when completing the worksheet.  I will assist in refining their thinking by asking deeper questions as we look at the example in the text. I will have them explain in detail when answering the question; this will have them think deeper when analyzing an object. The example used in class and the objects they select at home connect to the real world.  I feel this assignment is a way to have students look at their own possessions at home to really analyze and evaluate all of these roles. Students are able to really connect personal items to the content being studied in school.  The subject of social studies starts to become more personal and exciting.  

E – Students will exhibit what they learned by completing the worksheet.  Although they will learn to think and question themselves by taking on the different roles.  If students understand each role they are able to self-evaluate by checking their understanding. For instance, do their questions and answers make sense given the specific perspective. 

T – I will differentiate the lesson in many ways.  For example, when we are looking at the text I will project in on the Smart Board for students to see.  Also, read the information aloud for students to hear it and follow along.  Then, we will use real world examples that relates to the students.  This will help students better grasp the importance and overall purpose of the content being discussed.  In addition, I plan on showing the website Discovering the Social Sciences as another resource for students to look at.  I will go through each tab and indicate the main points.  Students will be advised they can use this website for their homework and for additional resources in case they want to deepen their understanding of the subject.

O – The lesson will be organized so that information is presented in two different ways.  This will help those students who learn by hearing, seeing, and doing.  I want students to have a variety of resources at their disposal in order to complete tasks.  Therefore, when the task/homework is given they have resources to use in order to assist them.


Supporting Documents/Resources:

· Social Studies Alive!

· Collecting Social Science Artifacts

· Interactive SmartBoard

· http://thesocialscience.weebly.com
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